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SUBJECT: AFGHANISTAN'S PRIME MINISTER TARAKI DELIVERS HIS 
FIRST MAJOR PUBLIC SPEECH 

1 . SUMMARY NOOR MOHAMMAD TARAKI, CHAIRMAN OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL AND PRIME MINISTER, DELIVERED A MAJOR ADDRESS OVER 
RADIO AFGHANISTAN THE EVENING OF MAY 9. THE SPEECH, WHICH TARAKI 
DELIVERED IN PUSHTU, IS THE FIRST EXPLANATION OF WHAT THE REGIME 
HAS IN MIND FOR AFGHANISTAN UNDER ITS NEW LEADERSHIP. THIS MESSAGE 
SUMMARIZES OUR INITIAL ASSESSMENT OF THE BROADCAST. A FULLER 
ANALYSIS WILL FOLLOW THE PUBLICATION OF THE TEXT IN THE PRESS. 

END OF SUMMARY. 

2. TARAKI LED OFF WITH A LENGHTY DIATRIBE AGAINST THE "EVILS" 

OF THE DAOUD REGIME HE OVERTHREW, BY NOW A STANDARD THEME OF THE 
GOVERNMENT'S PROPAGANDA APPARATUS. TARAKI DID CONCEDE, HOWEVER, 
THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE DAOUD COUP IN 1973, THE FORMER 
PRESIDENT "ANNOUNCED A RATHER PROGRESSIVE PROGRAM," WHICH WAS 
SUPPORTED BY THE "PROGRESSIVE FORCES." NEVERTHELESS, CHARGED 
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TARAKI, DURING DAOUD’S FIVE YEARS IN POWER, THE MOHAMMADZAI 
LEADER MADE NO PROGRESS TOWARD SOLVING THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS. AND CORRUPTION REMAINED RAMPANT. IN ADDITION, 
"LOCAL AND FOREIGN ENEMIES" OF THE PEOPLE RETAINED CONSIDERABLE 
INFLUENCE.AND THE FORCES OF "RIGHTIST REACTIONARIES" KEPT POWER 
WITHIN THEIR OWN HANDS. THESE DEFICIENCIES, TARAKI CONTINUED. 
PROMPTED THE PEOPLE TO RISE ON APRIL 27, 1978, IN WHAT SHOULD 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


BE REGARDED AS A POPULAR REVOLUTION, NOT A COUP D'ETAT. 

CONCLUDING HIS INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. TARAKI MENTIONED THAT ONE 
OF THE UPCOMING TASKS OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS TO DEAFT A 
CONSTITUTION. HE ALSO EMPHASIZED HIS GOVERNMENT S SUPPORT 
FOR DEMOCRACY AND RESPECT FOR THE PRINCIPLES OF ISLAM AND PRIVATE 
PROPERTY. 

3. TARAKI THEN SET FORTH THE BASIC POLICY GOALS OF HIS GOVERN- 
MENT, AND STRESSED THAT TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY, 
INDEPENDENCE, DEFENSE OF THE REVOLUTION, AND RESOLUTION OF 
AFGHANISTAN'S ECONOMIC BACKWARDNESS ARE THE IMMEDIATE AIMS OF 
HIS REGIME. HE LISTED TWENTY-THREE PLANKS IN HIS DOMESTIC 
PLATFORM, MOST OF WHICH WERE PREDICTABLE, AND, IF SUCCESSFULLY 
ACHIEVED, WOULD RESULT IN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL NIRVANA. MANY 
OF HIS POINTS WERE COUCHED IN STANDARD LEFTIST JARGON: E.G., 

LAND REFORM TO BENEFIT THE PEASANTS; THE ABOLITION OF FEUDAL 
SOCIAL CONDITIONS; THE STRENGTHENING OF THE STATE SECTOR 
OF THE ECONOMY; THE DEMOCRATIC RESOLUTION OF STATE PROBLEMS; 

THE ELIMINATION OF ANTI-REVOLUTION AND ANTI-DEMOCRATIC FORCES, 

AS WELL AS THE INFLUENCE OF NEO-IMPERIALISM; THE CREATION OF A 
PROGRESSIVE SYSTEM OF A NATIONAL CULTURE AND EDUCATION; AND, 

THE ABOLITION OF OTHER ILLS, SUCH AS OPPRESSION, SMUGGLING, 

GAMBLING, ALCOHOLISM, AND NARCOTICS. 
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4. TARAKI SPECIFIED SEVEN PRINCIPLES IN HIS FOREGIN POLICY, THE 
FIRST OF WHICH WAS NON-ALIGNMENT AND NEUTRALITY. HE STRESSED 
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THE NEED FOR GOOD RELATIONS WITH AFGHANISTAN'S REGIONAL NEIGHBORS, 
AND STATED SPECIFICALLY THAT HE SOUGHT A REINFORCEMENT AND 
EXPANSION OF FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH AFGHANISTAN'S NORTIERN 
NEIGHBOR. RELATIONS WITH INDIA SHOULD ALSO BE EXPANDEDQN HE 
ADDED, AS SHOULD THOSE 
TITH IRAN, PAKISTAN AND CHINA. NO OTHER 

COUNTRIES WERE MENTIONED BY NAME. TARAKI ALSO VKLLED FOR THE 
RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM OF THE PUSHTUN AND BALUCH 
PEOPLEA ON THE BASIS OF SELF-DETERMINATION, AND THROUGH BILATERAL 
DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN. TARAKI EXPRESSED 
SUPPORT FOR STANDARD ISSUES SUCH AS PEACE, DISARMAMENT, NATIONAL 
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IN ASIA, AFRICA, AND LATIN AMERICA, 

THE USUAL AFGHAN FORMULATION ON THE MIDDEL EAST (I.E., ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL, GUARANOKE OF PALESTINIAN RIGHTS, INCLUDING THEIR 
OWN HMELAND), THE INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
AND THE PROVISIONS IN THE DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE UN 
CHARTER. 
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5. IN CLOSING, TARAKI EXHORTED THE PEOPLE TO UNITE UNDER THE 
LEADERSHIP OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF AFGHANISTTF IN 
ORDER TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS OF THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL REVOLUTION, 
AND TO ESTABLISH A DEMOCRATIC, PROSPEROUS, AND HAPPY SOCIETY FREE 
OF TYRANNY. 

6. COMMENT: WE WILL PROVIDE A FULLER ANALYSIS OF THIS FIRST 
STATMENT OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S POLICY ONCE THE OFFICIAL 
TEXT APPEARS IN THE PRESS. OUR INITIAL REACTION IS THAT THE 
SPEECH IS FIRST AND FOREMOST A PROPAGANDA DOCUMENT, AS MUCH 

AS A BLUE-PRINT FOR THE GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAMS, DESIGNED TO ENLIST 
(IF POSSIBLE) PEOPLE'S SUPPORT, AND TO REASSURE THE MASSES THAT 
THE REVOLUTION WAS, IN FACT, JUSTIFIED BECAUSE OF THE PREVOUS 
REGIME'S SHORTCOMINGS. THE OVERALL FLAVOR OF TARAKI’S LANGUAGE 
IS, NOT SURPRISINGLY, MORE LEFTIST THAN SIMILAR STATMENTS BY 
DAOUD, BUT WE WILL LOOK CLOSELY AT THE PRINTED TEXT TO SEE 
IF THERE ARE, INDEED, FIRM INDICATORS REGARDING THE REGIME'S 
IDEOLOGICAL VIEWS AND ITS COMMITMENT TO CLOSER TIES WITH ITS 
NORTHERN NEIGHBOR. 

ELIOT 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT REFORM, GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, SPEECHES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978KABUL03806 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 98-071 3 
Format: TEL 
From: KABUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780575/aaaaclkz.tel 

Line Count: 160 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 345430a1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2738646 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AFGHANISTAN'S PRIME MINISTER TARAKI DELIVERS HIS FIRST MAJOR PUBLIC SPEECH 
TAGS: PINT, PINR, PEPR, SOPN, AF, (TARAKI, NOOR MOHAMMAD) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/345430a1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



